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ST. REMY CHURCH, RUSSIA, OH www.stremychurch.com 

 

We are in need of LECTORS FOR THE 
11:00 MASS AND GIFT PRESENTERS 
FOR THE 7:30 MASS.   Could God be 
calling you to serve Him in this way?  If 
you are able to volunteer for these 
important ministries, please call the 
Rectory Office at 526-3437. 

The beginning phase of our CHURCH 
BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT  will start on Monday 
morning.  To allow workers to begin at 8:00 am, 
weekday morning Masses will begin at 7:00 am this 
week.  This phase of the project will involve 
construction on the sanctuary steps and some minor 
painting.  We appreciate everyone’s patience in dealing 
with the inconveniences that come with this project.  
We are confident that the end result will be appreciated 
by everyone for years to come!  More information can 
be found on page 6 of this bulletin. 
 
Please mark your calendars with the dates of SPECIAL 
ACTIVITIES INVOLVING THE MISSIONARY IMAGE 
OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE (explained on p. 4): 
· Thursday, February 4 from 7:00-7:30 pm—

Welcoming Ceremony 
· Friday, February 5 from 8:00 pm-8:00 am on 

Saturday, February 6—All-Night Vigil/veneration of 
the image of Our Lady 

· Sunday, February 7 from 2:00-4:00—Parish 
Mission 

· Wednesday, February 10 from 9:00 am-4:00 pm—
Prayer Vigil with image at Abortion Clinic in Dayton 

· Wednesday, February 7 from 7:00-8:00 pm—CCD 
Program involving the image.  Parents are 
encouraged to attend.  

 
The family receiving the TRAVELING 
VOCATION CHALICE  the week of January 
31 is Brian and Kathy Pinchot.  Please pick 
up the chalice from the table inside the 
Rectory door after Mass on Sunday, and 
return it to the same place on the following 
Friday. 

 
The SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR VICTIMS OF THE 
EARTHQUAKE IN HAITI  that was taken up last week 
was in the amount of $4,239.  If you would still like to 
contribute to this worthy cause, please drop your 
donation off at the Rectory Office this week. 
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LAST WEEKEND’S OFFERING:              $3,265.00 
(including ACH payments) 

BUDGETED COLLECTION  
AMOUNT:                                                  $4,090.00 
 
YTD SURPLUS/(DEFICIT):                     $13,466.00 
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DUE TO CONSTRUCTION IN CHURCH 
THIS WEEK, THERE WILL BE NO 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION ON 
THURSDAY. 
 

WEEKLY RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE 
Thursdays: No afternoon confessions this week; 
   7:30—8:30 pm 
Saturdays: 9:15—10:00 am, 3:30—4:30 pm 
Sundays: 10:30—10:55 am 
 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS: 
· Knights of Columbus—3rd Monday of the month 

(February 15) at 8:00 pm in the Rectory 
Basement. 

· Parish Council—4th Monday of the month 
(January 25) at 7:30 pm in the Rectory Basement.   

· Catholic War Veterans—3rd Wednesday of the 
month (February 17) at 8:00 pm at the CWV Hall. 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JANUARY 24, 2010 

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 
FOR JANUARY 23-31 
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MINISTRY SCHEDULES  
FOR THE WEEKEND OF JANUARY 30-31 
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READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Monday: Acts 9:1-22  Conversion of 
   Mk 16:15-18  St. Paul 
 

Tuesday: 2 Tm 1:1-8  Sts. Timothy 
   Lk 10:1-9  and Titus 
 

Wednesday: 1 Pt 4:7-11  St. Angela Merici 
   Mk 9:34-37 
 

Thursday: Wis 7:7-10, 15-16  St. Thomas Aquinas 
   Mt 23:8-12 
 

Friday:  2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17 
   Mk 4:26-34 
 

Saturday: 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17 Blessed Virgin Mary 
   Mk 4:35-41 
 

Next Sunday: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19  Fourth Sunday in 
   1 Cor 12:31—13:4-13 Ordinary Time 
   Lk 4:21-30 

 

ST. REMY’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
BOOK is located in the back of Church.  
Feel free to list your prayer concerns here.  
Please offer your prayers each day for the 
people listed in this book.  A petition will be 
offered up for these intentions at each of 
the weekend Masses. 
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PRO-LIFE MEDITATIONS ON THE 
GLORIOUS MYSTERIES 

 
*Please consider including these meditations the next time 
you pray the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary. 
 

First Glorious Mystery:  The Resurrection 
Christ is Risen!  By His resurrection, He has destroyed the 
power of death, and therefore the power of abortion.  The 
outcome of the battle for life has already been decided:  life 
is victorious!  Let us pray that all pro-lifers will spread this 
victory to every segment of our society. 
 

Second Glorious Mystery:  The Ascension 
By ascending to the Father’s throne, Christ takes our 
human nature, given to us in the womb, to the heights of 
heaven.  He shows us that human beings are made to be 
raised to heaven, not thrown in the garbage.  Let us pray 
that the world may learn this truth and reject abortion. 
 
Third Glorious Mystery:  The Descent of the Holy Sp irit 
The Holy Spirit is the Advocate:  He pleads our cause, for 
we cannot save ourselves.  We pray that He will make us 
advocates for the babies, who cannot speak, write, vote, 
protest, or even pray. 
 

Fourth Glorious Mystery:  The Assumption 
The Blessed Virgin Mary was taken body and soul into 
heaven because she is the Mother of God.  Mother and 
child are united.  The Assumption reminds us that they 
belong together.  We pray that society will see that it cannot 
save children without helping their mothers.  We pray that 
people will be touched by the pro-life question, “Why can’t 
we love them both?” 
 

Fifth Glorious Mystery:  The Coronation 
Mary is the Queen of the Universe.  The Church teaches 
that she is the greatest creature, second only to Jesus 
Himself.  The Church defends the dignity of women.  We 
pray that people will understand that to be pro-life means to 
be pro-woman, and that to be pro-woman demands that we 
be pro-life. 

As was mentioned in last week’s bulletin, the Mis-
sionary Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe will be 
coming to our parish in February.  There are four 
Missionary Images in the world.  Each is a 4’x6’ 
replica of the original Miraculous Image of Our Lady 
which she left on Juan Diego’s tilma (cloak).  They 
were blessed at the Basilica of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe in Mexico and were commissioned to travel 
throughout the world to:  1.)bring conversions, 2.)

increase reverence for life, 3.)increase sanctity of the family, and 
4.)bring about solidarity of the Church in America.  The images 
have journeyed to Russia, Fatima, Israel, and all throughout the 
world.  Many conversions, healings, reconciliations, and graces 
have been reported. 
 

To repeat a little history of Our Lady of Guadalupe… 

Our Blessed Mother appeared to an Aztec Indian named Juan 
Diego in 1531.  As proof to the Bishop and to the Indians, she left 
her image on Juan Diego’s tilma.  That year, more than 9 million 
Aztecs were converted to the Catholic Faith.  Never in the his-
tory of man has there been such a large conversion!  How did 
the powerful Aztecs see our Lady of Guadalupe?  What did they 
see that made them immediately accept Christianity? 
 

The image of Our Lady is actually an Aztec pictograph which 
was read and understood quickly by the Indians.  Last week we 
shared four features of the pictograph.  This week we will share 
five more: 
· The black cross at her neck—this showed that her God was 

that of the Spanish missionaries. 
· The black belt at her waist—this meant she was with child, 

for she wore the Aztec maternity belt. 
· The four-petal flower over her womb—this meant she was 

the Mother of God, as the flower was a special symbol of 
life, movement, and Deity. 

· Her hands joined in prayer—she was not God; clearly 
there was one greater than her. 

· The design on her rose-colored garment—she is the 
“Queen of the Earth,” for she is wearing a map of Mexico, 
telling the Indians exactly where the apparition took place. 

 
More information surrounding this image will appear in next 
week’s bulletin! 
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There will be a CURSILLO MEN’S WEEKEND  from 
February 18-21 in Cincinnati.  The deadline for signing 
up is Friday, February 12.  Please call Jake and Con-
nie Guillozet at 526-5575 for more information. 

 
THE SWEET CAROLINE BENEFIT 
DANCE will be held on Saturday, 
February 13 at St. Remy Hall from 
9:00 pm—1:00 am.  Proceeds from 
this dance will benefit Caroline Ma-
goto, infant daughter of Nate and 
Lisa Magoto.  Music for the event will 

be provided by Renegade.  For tickets, please call 
Mike and Kathy Magoto at 526-4406 or Matt and Julie 
Magoto at 526-9156.  If you would like to donate an 
item to be raffled off during the benefit, please 
contact Julie Magoto. 
 
St. Michael’s Church is offering a CHRISTIAN-
BASED WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM.   An informa-
tional meeting will be held on Monday, February 1 
from 7:00-9:00 pm at St. Mike’s Place, the building 
just west of the elementary school.  The weekly pro-
gram starts on Monday, February 8 from 7:00-8:30, 
with Phase One lasting 6 weeks at a cost of $55.  Best 
of all, there is no “weighing in!”  For more information, 
please call Rose Meyer at 295-2891. 
 
KINDER KORNER PRESCHOOL is now accepting 
applications for the 2010-2011 school year.  Children 
age 3 (by September 30) to 5 years old are welcome!  
Please call 526-5535 and leave a message with your 
name and address if you wish to have an application 
sent to you, or stop by the preschool and pick one up.  
Spots are limited, so please apply as soon as possi-
ble. 

UPDATE ON OUR SISTER PARISH IN 
BALAN, HAITI:  As most of you know, 
representatives from our Parish, Ed 
Borchers, Marilyn Pohlman, and Dave 
and Bonnie York, traveled to Haiti on 
January 10.  Also going on the trip were 
Darrin Poeppelman from Maria Stein and 
Adam Schall from Toledo.  Members of 

the group would like to express their deepest gratitude for 
all of the prayers that were offered up for their safety in the 
aftermath of the devastating earthquake.  On their safe re-
turn home, they are happy to report that there was no physi-
cal damage done in Balan.  However, many of the residents 
are suffering the loss of family and friends from Port-au-
Prince.  Furthermore, as food and supplies become scarce 
in other areas of the country, our friends in Balan, who had 
very little before the earthquake, will surely be adversely 
affected. 
 
Seeing firsthand how your generous  donations of over 
$130,000 through the past five years have greatly im-
proved the lives of the people of Balan, the members of the 
group are excited to share concrete details about what your 
generosity has accomplished: 
· The school , which formerly offered education for 

grades K-3 to 250 students in a one-story block build-
ing, now serves 630 students in grades K-9 in a two-
story building.  People from our parish are now sponsor-
ing 53 students; without this sponsorship, these children 
would not be able to attend school.  Your sponsorship 
provides them with one meal a day, a uniform, and their 
school supplies.  For some of the children, the meal 
they eat at school is the only meal they will eat that day.  
Fifteen additional students are awaiting a sponsor so 
that they may attend school.   The names of these stu-
dents and individual pictures of them will be displayed in 
the back of Church in the coming weeks, along with 
information on how to become a sponsor.  Finally, a 
new outdoor restroom for the school has been built. 

· They are currently building a much-needed medical  
clinic .  Father Acnys hopes to have it completed by 
May.  The people have been served by a run-down fa-
cility that contains less supplies than a normal house-
hold bathroom. 

· An agricultural program  is currently being planned to 
educate older students and adults on how to grow their 
own food.  This program would be taught in the elemen-
tary school in the evening. 

As you can see, the focus of our assistance is on providing 
education, assisting in their medical needs, and starting  an 
agricultural program, with the end goal being the self-
sufficiency of these faithful, friendly people.  Thank you so 
much for your generous donations through the years … as 
you can see, the people of Balan are putting them to good 
use!  Donations are accepted year-round at the Rectory. 

Continued from page 1. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE INTENTIONS OF THE 
HOLY FATHER FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 

 
General:  That young people may 
learn to use modern means of social 
communication for their personal 
growth and to better prepare them-
selves to serve society. 

 
Missionary:  That every believer in Christ may be con-
scious that unity among all Christians is a condition 
for more effective proclamation of the Gospel. 
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All high school students are welcome to come to the MOVIE NIGHT at Paul and Sarah 
Fullenkamp’s home this Sunday, January 24 at 4:30 pm.  We will be watching “The Ultimate 
Gift.”  Pizza and drinks will be provided!  The evening will conclude around 8:00 pm.  Bring the 
permission slip passed out at your Religion class.  Please call Paul and Sarah at 489-3053 if you 
have any questions.  Additional information can be found on the Church’s website. 
 

Get involved with the Youth Group by becoming a member of the SOCIETY OF SAINTS!  We meet on the first 
Monday of each month in the catacombs in the back of the Rectory Basement from 7:00-8:30.  Come join us to 
hear stories about the saints and have fun with games and snacks!  Mark your calendars with the upcoming SOS 
dates:  February 1, March 1, April 5, and May 3.  Plan to be there and bring a friend! 

����������	����	����
���
                 By Father Frank Amberger 
 
This week, we will continue our discussion of the Holy Trinity, three Persons in one God... 
 
 

1.)  Are the three Persons of the Holy Trinity really distinct from one another? 
Yes, the three Persons are really distinct from one another.  The relationship between the three Persons brings about this distinction.  
“Father,” “Son,”, and “Holy Spirit” are not just names that are assigned to various qualities or activities of God, but they really show 
the distinction between the three Persons which has existed from all eternity. 
“[The divine Persons] are really distinct from each other by reason of the relations which place them in correspondence to each 
other.  The Father generates the Son; the Son is generated by the Father; the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the 
Son.”  (Compendium #48) 
 
2.)  How can the three distinct persons be only one God? 
The three divine Persons, though really distinct from one another, are one and the same God because they all have the same divine 
nature.  The divine nature (or substance) is what makes God who He is.  In the Trinity, there are three divine Persons, but one divine 
nature—thus one God.  The Persons do not share the divine nature among each other, but rather perfectly possess the divine nature as 
individual Persons. 
“The three divine Persons are only one God because each of them equally possesses the fullness of the one and indivisible divine na-
ture.”  (Compendium #48) 
 
3.)  What is the work of the Holy Trinity? 
From all eternity, God has been Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Therefore, God is not solitary—He is a communion of Persons, a com-
munion of love.  God created man so as to share with him the very life of the Trinity, to share in that communion with Him forever.  
Typically, we say that the Father creates, the Son redeems (through the Cross), and the Holy Spirit sanctifies (Pentecost).  However, 
since the three Persons are perfectly united in the one divine nature, the works of creation, redemption, and sanctification belong 
equally to all three Persons—each Person contributing uniquely to the work. 
“Inseparable in their one substance, the three divine Persons are also inseparable in their activity.  In this one divine action, however, 
each Person is present according to the mode which is proper to Him in the Trinity.”  (Compendium #49) 

THE A.C.R.E. (ASSESSMENT OF CATHOLIC RELIGIOUS EDUC ATION)  is being given to students in grades 
5, 9, and 12 during the month of January.  Results of this assessment will be mailed to St. Remy’s Education 
Commission in March.  This test is a good indicator of what our students have learned. 
 
PRACTICE FOR CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES AND THEIR SPON SORS will be held on Sunday, February 7 
immediately following the 11:00 Mass.  Father Amberger will be present to instruct candidates and their spon-
sors.  If sponsors are unable to attend this practice, please make sure that a substitute is there. 
 
CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES PLEASE NOTE:  Confessions, which were initially scheduled for Wednesday, 
February 10, have been changed to Wednesday, February 3 from 7:00-8:00 pm.  Confessions will be for the 
sophomore class only. 
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ST. REMY CHURCH CARPET and PEWS 
 
As most of you are aware, St. Remy Church is in need of new carpet and pew repair.  The repairs needed on the pews 
are listed below.  Due to the size of this project, and to assure quality, the Church Beautification Committee, on behalf 
of the Parish Council, had one pew refinished.  It is located on the “Blessed Virgin Mary side” of church and is the third 
pew from the back.  Please look it over and pass your thoughts on to a member of the committee. 
 
CARPET: 

· The main body of church will be carpeted.  (The sanctuary will have a solid surface.) 
· The estimated cost of the carpet project is approximately $13,500. 
 

PEW REPAIRS NEEDED: 
· 8-10 kneelers have broken boards. 
· The joints where the kneelers are attached to the pews are broken on some pews, and very loose on most of 

them. 
· Many of the pews are not securely fastened to the floor.  They shift when sat upon or pulled on. 
· Many of the crosses at the end of the benches are cracked or broken. 
· There are many scratches and signs of wear on all the pews. 
 

PROPOSED REPAIRS FOR THE PEWS: 
· All broken kneeler boards will be replaced. 
· Since a high percentage of the decorative crosses on the ends of the pews are cracked and broken, all of the 

crosses will be replaced with replicas of the originals to prevent this from becoming an ongoing problem. 
· All new parts will be constructed of white oak to match existing parts. 
· All pews will be disassembled and stripped by machine sanding where possible, and hand sanded on all other 

parts.  No chemicals or liquid stripping agents will be used. 
· After stripping, all pews will be stained and sealed.  The color of the pews will be very similar to what they are 

now. 
· All pews and kneelers will be reassembled using high performance screws to improve their durability.  Nails were 

used previously in some places. 
· All kneelers will be re-upholstered and the padding will be replaced. 
· The estimated cost of repairing and refinishing is $36,500. 

 
HOW THIS PROJECT WILL BE FUNDED:  
The gift of stock from an anonymous donor was specified for use only in renovation and beautification of the 
sanctuary.  It appears that the proceeds from the sale of the donated stock will be roughly equal to the costs 
associated with that project.  There is not likely to be any surplus. 
  
The major fund-raising project that began in 2006 included an allowance of $20,000 to be applied toward replacing 
carpet in the body of the church and repairing/refinishing the pews.  The overall cost of carpeting and pew repair/
refinishing will total approximately $50,000.  Therefore, an additional $30,000 will be needed to fully complete those 
improvements.  
 

The Beautification Committee has contacted the Finance Committee for guidance.  The Finance Committee has 
agreed that this would be the ideal time to update the body of the Church since there will be a period when the entire 
building will necessarily be closed for the sanctuary work.   
 

Accordingly, the Finance Committee, in lieu of doing a separate fund drive at this time, has agreed to release $30,000 
of normal parish reserves for this purpose.  It is noted that the Parish currently has approximately $310,000 in 
unrestricted reserve, so this expenditure represents less than 10% of our total available reserves. 
 
The Church Beautification Committee, 
 

Fr. Frank Amberger, 526-3437 John Grogean, 526-3583 
Connie Monnin, 295-2206  Cameo Monnin, 726-1178 
Maria Hoehne, 295-2627 


