ST. REMY CHURCH, RUSSIA, OH

www.stremychurch.com

LIVE YOUR FA]
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TIME, TALENT, TREASURE

A BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS

will be held on Sunday, January 10 at
\ 10:00 am in the Rectory Basement.
V) \ Parents are required to attend one
I\( A class before the Baptism of their child.

Please call the Rectory Office at 526-
3437 to register. The next scheduled class will be
March 14.
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People wishing to attend the MARCH FOR LIFE IN
WASHINGTON, D.C. in January should book their
spots on the Shelby County bus ASAP, as there are
only a few seats left. To reserve your seat, please call
Dave and Bonnie York today at 526-4388. Our parish
is accepting donations to help defray the cost of
the trip for students. Donation buckets will be
found at the Church entrances from January 10-17.

REPRESENTATIVES FROM OUR PARISH WILL BE
TRAVELING TO OUR SISTER PARISH IN BALAN,
HAITI on January 10. They are requesting basic
medical supplies, including Tylenol, ibuprofen, and
Bandaids. The people of Haiti also love to receive
religious medals, as well as necklace chains to place
them on. Boxes for these items can be found near the
rear and side entrances of the Church. Donations will
be collected from these boxes on Sunday, January

3 at noon, so this will be the last opportunity to
donate these items. Monetary donations can be
placed in specially marked envelopes and dropped in
the collection. Any questions, call Bonnie York at 526-
4388.

The following message was taken from an e-mail that
was recently received from Father Acnys in Haiti:

Please receive from me and all parishioners our wishes
of Merry Christmas and a blessed, happy, and
prosperous New Year. During the Mass we prayed to
the Lord for you and asked Him to bless you and keep
you in His love ... You have a good idea to think
about—possibly starting a school to teach agriculture.
It will be very important for the community. During your
visit we will take time to talk about this project. Thank
you very much. God will reward you all.

The family receiving the TRAVELING VO-
CATION CHALICE the week of January 10
is John and Linda Grogean. Please pick up
the chalice from the table inside the Rec-
tory door after Mass on Sunday, and return
it to the same place on the following Friday.

Don't forget to check out the CD RACK IN THE BACK
OF CHURCH! There are many interesting titles to
choose from to help you grow in your faith!

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION: $13,980.00
LAST WEEKEND’S OFFERING: $9,814.00
(including ACH payments)

BUDGETED COLLECTION

AMOUNT: $4,090.00

YTD SURPLUS/(DEFICIT): $5,034.00

(“Live Your Faith” continued on page 4)
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SCHEDULES, EVENTS & DAILY READINGS

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS
FOR JANUARY 2-10
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EUCHARISTIC ADORATION is held
every Thursday from 9:00 am to 8:30 pm.
Benediction, the closing of Adoration, is
held at 8:30 pm.

WEEKLY RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE
Thursdays: 3:00—3:30 pm, 7:30—8:30 pm
Saturdays: 9:15—10:00 am, 3:30—4:30 pm
Sundays: 10:30—10:55 am

REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS:
Knights of Columbus—3rd Monday of the month
(January 18) at 8:00 pm in the Rectory Basement.
Parish Council—4th Monday of the month
(January 25) at 7:30 pm in the Rectory Basement.
Catholic War Veterans—3rd Wednesday of the
month (January 20) at 8:00 pm at the CWV Hall.

ST. REMY’'S PRAYER INTENTIONS
BOOK is located in the back of Church.
Feel free to list your prayer concerns here.
Please offer your prayers each day for the
people listed in this book. A petition will be
offered up for these intentions at each of
the weekend Masses.

MINISTRY SCHEDULES
FOR THE WEEKEND OF JANUARY 9-10
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK
This Sunday: Is 60:1-6 The Epiphany of
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 the Lord
Mt 2:1-12
Monday: 1Jn 3:22—4:6 St. Elizabeth Ann
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 Seton
Tuesday: 1Jn 4:7-10 St. John Neumann
Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1Jn4:11-18 Blessed Andre
Mk 6:45-52 Bessette
Thursday: 1Jn 4:19—5:4 St. Raymond
Lk 4:14-22a of Penafort
Friday: 1Jn5:5-13
Lk 5:12-16
Saturday: 1Jn5:14-21
Jn 3:22-30
Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 The Baptism of

Acts 10:34-38 the Lord

Lk 3:15-16, 21-22
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PRO-LIFE MEDITATIONS ON THE
JOYFUL MYSTERIES OF THE ROSARY
By Father Frank Pavone

*Please consider including these meditations the next
time you pray the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary.

The Annunciation

Mary is troubled by the angel's greeting, yet rejoices
to do God’s will. Let us pray that those who are trou-
bled by their pregnancy may have the grace to trust in
God’s will.

The Visitation

John the Baptist leapt for joy in his mother’'s womb.
We pray that people may realize that abortion is not
about children who “might” come into the world, but is
about children who are already in the world, living and
growing in the womb, and are scheduled to be killed.

The Nativity
God Himself was born as a child. The greatness of a
person does not depend on size, for the newborn
Something to think about... King was very small. Let us pray for an end to preju-
dice against the tiny babies threatened by abortion.
In its 1857 Dred Scott Decision, the Supreme Court ruled
that blacks were not personmder the law and therefare | The Presentation

could be treated as property! The Justices rationalized. SThe Child is presented in the Temple because He be-
did millions of other Americans. longs to God. Children are not the property of their

parents, nor of the government. They—and we—

The Nazis declared that the Jews, as well as many Chrj$elong to God Himself.
tians, were not persons€Even though it was a lie, millions

of Germans agreed. They rationalized and defended gendhe Finding of Jesus in the Temple
cide. The boy Jesus was filled with wisdom because He is

God. Let us pray that all people may see the wisdom
Today, many people want us to believe that unborn babiesf His teachings about the dignity of life, and may un-
“aren’t really people” either. But just because society isderstand that this teaching is not an opinion, but the
pushing this idea...doesn’t make it trués humans, we get | truth.
it wrong more often that not. That is why we need to al-
waysgo to God’'s Word for the truth.
Taken from “Celebrate Life” magazine, November/
December 2009

Psalm 139:13-14 tells us the truth: “You formed my| in-:
most being; you knit me in my mother's womb. | praise
you, so wonderfully you made me; wonderful are your
works!”
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Are you interested in a New Year's
o% resolution that's 100% effective and
9 costs nothing? If so, join us at Church
N on Tuesday, January 5 at 6:00 pm for
"*\’\§ the PATRIOTIC ROSARY. What a
wonderful way to start the new year!
As we begin 2010, let us reflect on the words of our
Lady to Blessed Alan de la Roche: *“l want you to
know that, although there are numerous indulgences
already attached to the recitation of my Rosary, | shall
add many more to every fifty Hail Mary’s (each group
of 5 decades) for those who say them devoultly...I shall
obtain for him full remission of the penalty and of the
guilt of all his sins at the end of his life. Do not be un-
believing, as though this is impossible. It is easy for
me to do because | am the Mother of the King of
heaven, and He calls me full of grace. And being full
of grace, | am able to dispense grace freely to my
dear children.”

Are you interested in taking an ACTIVE ROLE IN THE
COMMUNITY AND THE CHURCH with other Catholic
men? Call Matt Gibson at 526-4250 about becoming
a member of the Knights of Columbus! The Knights
sponsor many worthwhile projects, including their cur-
rent Ranger Rosary Campaign to send Rosaries and
other items to the troops in Afghanistan. Could God
be calling you to become involved in this important
ministry?
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We are in need of LECTORS FOR THE 11:00 MASS
AND GIFT PRESENTERS FOR THE 7:30 MASS. If
you are able to volunteer for these important minis-
tries, please call the Rectory Office at 526-3437.

/\f'\j‘;A CWV CHICKEN FRY will be held on

NS January 8 at the CWV Hall. It will begin at
\ﬁ" 4:30 pm and end when sold out.

If you would like a STATEMENT OF YOUR 2009
CONTRIBUTIONS to St. Remy’s, please e-mail Maria
at stremy@roadrunner.com or call the Rectory at 526-
3437.

THE TRAVELING FOOD PANTRY

will be in Russia on Saturday, January

16 from 9:00-11:00 am behind the

Church. Volunteers are welcome, and

donations are always appreciated. If

you have any questions or concerns,
please contact Linda Francis at 526-3556.

An ALL NIGHT VIGIL FOR LIFE will be held at St.
Louis Catholic Church in North Star beginning with
Mass at 8:00 pm on Friday, January 15. Adoration will
continue throughout the night, with closing at 8:00 am
on Saturday. Everyone is invited to attend and pray
for life!

CCD & YOUTH MINISTRY

fun! Bring a friend!

,r ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS: We will be having an SOS Meeting on Monday, January 4
at 7:00 pm in the “Catacombs” of the Rectory Basement.

Come to learn about the saints and have

CCD CLASSES FOR ALL JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL STU DENTS will resume on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 6 from 7:00-8:00 pm.

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION WILL BE ADMINISTERED IN OUR PARISH on Sunday, February 14.
The names of our Confirmation candidates can be found in the baskets at the entrances to the Church. Please
take a name and pray for this individual and all the candidates as they prepare for this powerful sacrament.

THE CONFIRMATION RETREAT FOR ALL SOPHOMORES will be held on Sunday, January 10. Students are
to meet in Church at 12:25. The retreat will last until approximately 4:30-5:00. This retreat is mandatory, so
please mark this date and time on your calendars.

There will be a TEEN SQUARE DANCE for high school age youth on Sunday, January 10 from 7:00-9:30 at the
Minster K of C Hall. Admission is $2.00, which includes pizza. For more information, call (419)628-3366.
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In His ordinary providence, God communicates His grace through other people. He uses believing Christians as channels of
His grace of faith to others. He uses loving Christians as channels of his grace of charity to others. He uses trustful Chris-
tians as channels of His grace of hope to others. He uses prayerful Christians as channels of His grace of prayer to others.
He uses chaste Christians as channels of His grace of chastity to others. He uses patient Christians as channels of His
grace of patience to others.

What are we saying? We are saying that the first and most fundamental way in which parents can keep their children Catho-
lic is for the parents themselves to be authentic Catholics themselves.

This is more than giving a good example. This is the mystery of serving as a conduit of God’s grace to everyone whose life
we touch. There is no one on earth who is a more important and indispensable channel of divine grace to children than their
parents.

God does work miracles. But, unless parents are expecting God to work a miracle, they must live truly, fully Catholic lives
themselves if they expect their children to remain Catholic in today’s Christless world.

No words can describe the necessity of a family praying together in order to obtain the blessings of God. At the heart of a
Christian family is the supernatural life that requires constant light and strength to be sustained. Father Peyton’s well-known
statement, “The family that prays together stays together,” is not a pious cliché. It is the verdict of twenty centuries of Christi-
anity. Just a few practical recommendations: say the Rosary together, if possible, every day; recite the Angelus together at
least once a day; say the grace before and after meals as a family; have a holy water font inside the front door for people to
bless themselves as they enter and leave the house; have at least a small shrine to our Lady inside the house; have a cruci-
fix and some sacred pictures on the wall. Every one of the above recommendations was the way | was brought up from
childhood by my widowed mother.

It is one thing to believe; it is something else to grasp what we believe. In today’s academically sophisticated world, there is
no choice ... either understand your faith or lose it. It is not enough for parents to have their children know their prayers and
memorize certain articles of faith. The children must grow in their faith. Parents must explain the meaning of what their chil-
dren believe. Children ask questions from infancy, such as, “Who is Jesus? Where is God? Does God know what | am
thinking? Why should | pray if God already knows what | need?”

Children grow not only in size and weight, they grow in intelligence. Parents must make sure that their sons and daughters
mature not only in body, but also, and especially, in spirit. In the gospel of St. Matthew, our Lord gives the parable of the
sower who went out to sow, all good seed, but not all on good ground. The first seed fell on the wayside. Immediately the
birds of the air came down and picked up the seed lying on the hard ground. So the seed produced no fruit. When Jesus
explained the meaning of this parable, He told His disciples the seed falling on the wayside symbolized those who have re-
ceived the word of God into their hearts, but fail to understand it. So what happens? The devil comes along and steals the
word of God from their hearts.

Of course, in order to share the meaning of our faith, parents must themselves be knowledgeable in the faith. We can't
share what we don’t have. There are countless books, websites, and classes available to help in this area. Why not check
one out today? Your children’s spiritual lives depend upon it!
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PASTOR'S POINT

By Father Frank Amberger

As we reflect on the birth of our Savior during this Chragn$eason, let's take a moment
to contemplate not only His divine nature, but His human nature, as well.
1.) How is Jesus Christ true man?
The Son of God assumed a human nature, which means that He hatwartamebody and a true human soul. The human
soul of Jesus had a human will and human knowledge. Jesus recivVadidn nature solely from the Virgin Mary, since
He had no human father.
“Christ assumed a true human body.” (Compendium #92)

“The Son of God assumed a body animated by a rational human soul.” (Compendium #90)

“Jesus had a divine will and a human will.” (Compendium #91)

2.) What did Jesus know through His human knowledge?

We must keep in mind that the two natures of Jesus are perfeddg imHis divine Person. As a result, our Lord’s human
soul enjoyed the beatific vision (immediate knowledge of God) fiterfirst moment of existence. That being said, how-
ever, His human knowledge (because it is truly human) could not in itselfibréted!

“With His human intellect, Jesus learned many things by way @riexge; but also as man, the Son of God had an|inti-

mate and immediate knowledge of God His Father. He likewise tmo@nseople’s secret thoughts, and He knew fully the
eternal plans which He had come to reveal.” (Compendium #90)

%& &

RUSSIA COMMUNITY NEWS

THE SEWING GROUP WILL BE GETTING TOGETHER AT THE GA THERING PLACE on January 13, as well
as the second Wednesday of every month. Come at 1:00 and join in the fun!

THE U.S. CENSUS BUREAU IS NOW HIRING. It will soon open an office in our area to begin operations for
conducting the 2010 Census. There are openings for enumerators, crew leaders, and field operations supervi-
sors paying from $10.75-$19.50 an hour. Tests are being conducted at many convenient locations; you will need
to bring your Driver’'s License and Social Security Card to the test. For more information, please call (800)861-
2010 or go to www.2010census.gov and click on the Job Seekers link.
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