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TIME, TALENT, TREASURE

Help the Knights of Columbus package

88% parts for RANGER ROSARIES, which

Q will be sent to Chaplain Carl Subler and

Ty the troops in Afghanistan! Join us on

\ *°’<) Wednesday, December 9 from 7:00-9:00

NS pm at St. Remy Hall to assemble parts

packages for the Rosaries. We need people to count

beads, fill packages, and fold brochures. Please

consider helping us to meet our goal of sending 10,000
Rosaries to our troops!
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WE ARE IN NEED OF
VOLUNTEERS TO COUNT THE
COLLECTION after the 11:00
Mass on Sundays. The
commitment involves donating
your time for one hour once every
6 weeks. Please call the Rectory Office at 526-3437 if
you are able to help in this way!

REPRESENTATIVES FROM OUR PARISH WILL BE
TRAVELING TO OUR SISTER PARISH IN BALAN,
HAITI on January 10. They are requesting basic
medical supplies, including Tylenol, ibuprofen,
Neosporin ointment, Bandaids, and cottonballs. They
are also requesting monetary donations. If you wish to
donate medical supplies, please contact Dave and
Bonnie York at 526-4388 or Ed Borchers at 526-4547.
If you wish to make a monetary donation, please place
a specially-marked envelope (found in the pews in
Church) in the collection basket, or drop off your
donation at the Rectory Office. If anyone is interested
in going on this trip or on future trips, please contact the
people mentioned above. Darrin Poeppelman from
Maria Stein will be accompanying them in January.

The family receiving the TRAVELING
VOCATION CHALICE the week of
December 13 is Dave and Judie Seitz.
Please pick up the chalice from the table
inside the Rectory door after Mass on
Sunday, and return it to the same place on
the following Friday.

There will be a collection for the RETIREMENT FUND
FOR RELIGIOUS on Sunday, December 13. Your tax-
deductible donation will support the care of elderly and
frail religious, as well as help to provide such basic
necessities as prescription drugs and medical services.
Please give generously to next week's second
collection.

LAST WEEKEND'S OFFERING: $4,441.00
(including ACH payments)

BUDGETED COLLECTION

AMOUNT: $4,090.00

YTD SURPLUS/(DEFICIT): $404.00

(“Live Your Faith” continued on page 4)



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 6, 2009

I~

SCHEDULES, EVENTS & DAILY READINGS

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS
FOR DECEMBER 5-13
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EUCHARISTIC ADORATION is held
every Thursday from 9:00 am to 8:30 pm.
Benediction, the closing of Adoration, is
held at 8:30 pm.

WEEKLY RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE
Thursdays: 3:00—3:30 pm, 7:30—8:30 pm
Saturdays: No morning confessions this Sat.

3:30—4:30 pm
Sundays: 10:30—10:50 am

REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS:
Knights of Columbus—3rd Monday of the month
(December 21) at 8:00 pm in the Rectory
Basement.
Parish Council—4th Monday of the month (NO
MEETING THIS MONTH) at 7:30 pm in the
Rectory Basement.
Catholic War Veterans—3rd Wednesday of the
month (December 16) at 8:00 pm at the CWV
Hall.

ST. REMY’'S PRAYER INTENTIONS
BOOK is located in the back of Church.
Feel free to list your prayer concerns here.
Please offer your prayers each day for the
people listed in this book. A petition will be
offered up for these intentions at each of
the weekend Masses.

MINISTRY SCHEDULES
FOR THE WEEKEND OF DECEMBER 12-13
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MINISTRY SCHEDULES FOR THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, DECEMBER 7-8
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How can | make a difference?

In conjunction with the Knights of Columbus Ranger
Rosaries Project for our troops in Afghanistan, they are
also collecting items for the children of Afghanistan.
The following information was taken from an e-mail
received from Chaplain Carl Subler:

“The children at the school have nothing really. So
here’'s what | propose. People have asked how they
can help. Here is a shopping list. The school and the
children need:

Pens ... lots of them (the kids are always asking for
them)

Pencils ... and those little sharpener things
Clipboards

Folders

Coloring books for younger children

Stuffed animals

Matchbox cars

Candy (individually wrapped)

Notebooks

Markers

Soccer balls ... they love soccer

Dolls ... | saw one girl had a ratty beat-up looking one”

These items may be placed in the specially-marked bin
inside the door to the Rectory, or in the specially-
marked boxes at the entrances to the Church. Thank
you for assisting the K of C’s in their efforts!

THE FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE

When he was 50 years old, Juan Diego was baptigea Branciscan
priest. On December 9, 1531, when he was on hystevenorning Mass,
the Blessed Mother appeared to him on Tepeyacaddilthe outskirts of
what is now Mexico City. She asked him to go te Bishop and to
request in her name that a shrine be built at Tapeyhere she promised
to pour out her grace upon those who call uporfdrenelp. The Bishop,
who did not believe Juan Diego, asked for a sigmprove that the
apparition was true. On December 12, Juan Diegyorred to Tepeyac.
Here, the Blessed mother told him to climb the hifld to pick the
flowers that he would find in bloom. He obeyeddaithough it was
winter, he found roses flowering. He gatheredrtises and took them to
Our Lady, who carefully placed them in his cloaldaold him to take
them to the Bishop as proof of her presence. Wham Diego opened
his cloak, the flowers fell to the ground, and dieshis cloak appeared an
image of the Blessed Mother.

Much deeper than the exterior grace of having beleosen as Our
Lady’s messenger, Juan Diego received the grace intdrior
enlightenment, and from that moment he began aléf#icated to prayer
and the practice of virtue and boundless love af &od neighbor.

The miraculous image of Our Lady, which is presdrire
the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, shows a woma
with native features and dress. She is supporjea@rb
angel with the moon beneath her feet, and she asimga
blue cloak covered with stars. The black girdlewther
waist signifies that she is pregnant with our Lor@he
Aztec Nation read pictures. Our Lady of Guadalape’
\ "/ picture on St. Juan Diego’s cloak told them to almen
their evil gods who demanded human sacrifice and
embrace her Son. Today's culture once more is
demanding human sacrifice of our innocent onest ulsepray that our
Lady will intervene for us that we may abandon ¢hesil practices and
follow her Son. The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe is Saturday,
December 12. Please consider spending an hour bft day joining
fellow parishioners for Mass at 8:15 am to ask Out.ady to bless us.

As Elizabeth New Life Center’s director for development, | intend
to add my signature to the Manhattan Declaration . If you're not
familiar with this document, | want you to understand that it is not
just another powerless petition destined to wind up in an Internet
trash can. Indeed, it makes a convincing and eloquent argument
about three intertwined issues facing the Church and our culture:
the sanctity of human life, the dignity of marriage as the conjugal
union of husband and wife, and the rights of conscience and reli-
gious liberty.

| was called upon as a Christian and committed advocate for hu-
man life to add my name to the list of those who have already
signed...You can download the full statement at manhattande-
claration.org. Please take a few minutes now to find out whether
you agree with this statement and whether you find it as worthy of
your signature as mine. Let's create a unified front and take a
stand together on these three vital issues. In unison, our voices
are powerful and cannot be ignored. His servant, Debby Nieport
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We would like to THANK EVERYONE for your gener-
ous prayers for our son, Chris, and his wife, Tracy,
during Chris’'s Army deployment to Iraq. Chris is
home from his 12-month deployment, and both he and
Tracy are doing well. We were blessed to spend
Thanksgiving with them in North Carolina. We ask for
your continued prayers for all our military, serving both
here and abroad. God bless the USA!

~Joe and Debby Timmerman

NATIONALLY KNOWN CATHOLIC
MUSICIAN MATT MAHER will be in
concert at the Parkway High School
3, Auditorium on Saturday, March 13!
This is an awesome opportunity to
hear a national artist in our area! Fort
Recovery native Kristin Evans will give
her debut performance as the opening act. Tickets
are expected to sell quickly, so purchase yours soon
at Silver Cross Catholic Books and Gifts in Fort Lo-
ramie. You can also order your tickets by mail by us-
ing one of the forms found in the back of Church.

THE CATHOLIC ADULT SINGLES will be going to
Fort Clair's Whispering Christmas on Saturday, De-
cember 12. For more information, call (419)305-6118.

THE CWV CHICKEN FRY will be held on Friday, De-
cember 11 at the CWV Hall. It will begin at 4:30 pm
and end when sold out.

FLU SHOTS will be given at The Gathering Place on
Thursday, December 10 from 1:00-2:00 pm. There
will be no charge for Medicare Part B recipients;
please bring your Medicare Card with you. For more
information, please call 498-4680.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE INTENTIONS OF THE
HOLY FATHER FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER

General: That children may be re-
spected and loved and never be the
victims of exploitation in its various
forms.

Mission: That at Christmas, the peoples of the earth
may recognize in the Word Incarnate the light which
illuminates every man, and that the nations may open
their doors to Christ, the Savior of the world.

THE TRAVELING FOOD PANTRY

will be in Russia on Saturday, Decem-

ber 19 from 9:00-11:00 am behind the

Church. Volunteers are welcome, and

donations are always appreciated. If

you have any questions or concerns,
please contact Linda Francis at 526-3556.

THE 20TH ANNUAL NATIONAL NIGHT
OF PRAYER FOR LIFE will be held in the
chapel at the Spiritual Center of Maria Stein
to atone for the sins of abortion and eutha-
nasia, as well as to restore the sanctity of
life in our country. Over 600 parishes
across the United States will be uniting in
prayer. The hours of Eucharistic Adoration
will be from 9:00 pm on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 8 until 1:00 am on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 9. Each hour will be opened by a hymn
and prayers, including the Rosary. Father
Barry Stechschulte will officiate. For more informa-
tion, please call (419)678-2801.

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK

This Sunday: Bar 5:1-9 Second Sunday
Phil 1:4-6, 8-11 of Advent
Lk 3:1-6
Monday: Is 35:1-10 St. Ambrose
Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20 Immaculate
Eph 1:3-6, 11-12 Conception of the
Lk 1:26-38 Blessed Virgin Marny
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31 St. Juan Diego
Mt 11:28-30
Thursday: Is 41:13-20
Mt 11:11-15
Friday: Is 48:17-19 St. Damasus |
Mt 11:16-19
Saturday: Rv 11:19, 12:1-6, 10 Feast of Our Lady
Lk 1:39-47 of Guadalupe
Next Sunday: Zep 3:14-18 Third Sunday
Phil 4:4-7 of Advent
Lk 3:10-18
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UPCOMING CCD EVENTS

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated on Wednesday, December 9 for all junior high
and high school students. Confessions for students in grades 7, 8, and 9 will be held from 6:30-

7:30 pm. Students in grades 10, 11, and 12 will go to confession from 7:30-8:30.

First Reconciliation for second graders will be held on Saturday, December 12 at 10:00 am. Parents
of second graders are encouraged to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation that morning, as well.
Please pray for our second graders as they are about to receive the blessings of God’s healing mercy
for the first time.

A Mass of Dedication for sophomores preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation will be held on
Sunday, December 13 at the 11:00 Mass. Sacramental catechesis for these students will begin on
Wednesday, December 16 from 7:00-8:30 pm. Classes will be held for this extended time every
Wednesday until they make their Confirmation on February 14, 2010.

THE ANNUAL CRIB LIGHTING will be held on Wednesday, December 16 at 8:00 pm. Junior high
and high school CCD students are expected to attend this service immediately following Religion
classes.

The last Religion class for junior high and high school students will be on Wednesday, December
16. Christmas vacation will be from Wednesday, December 23 until the first of the year.
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RUSSIA COMMUNITY NEWS

RUSSIA LOCAL SCHOOL is in need of substitutes for
their night custodial staff, as well as substitutes for clean-up
after home basketball games. Duties include sweeping,
emptying trash, dusting, and mopping of classrooms, of-
fices, restrooms, hallways, and athletic areas. Contact Mr.
Moore at 526-3156 as soon as possible if you are inter-
ested.

The Russia Music Department is
sponsoring a CHRISTMAS
COOKIE BAKE SALE during the
Christmas Program on December
6 and during the Band Concert on
December 14. Cookies will be for
sale before and after each program in the Commons

The school is accepting bids on its water softener system,
as well as on a 500-gallon water heater that is no longer in
service. The softener system includes two 5000-gallon
capacity tanks with medium, two control units, and three
storage tanks. If you are interested in these items, please
contact Mr. Moore by Friday, December 18. The buyer of
these items will be responsible for removing them from the
school building.

at school. You can choose any quantity of any cookie
varieties. Your cookies will be weighed when you are
finished shopping and will be sold by the pound. The
Music Department is seeking donations of cookies

from members of the community. If you would like
to donate, please take your cookies to the Commons
on the day of the sale between 6:00 and 6:30 pm.
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PASTOR'S POINT

I would like to share the following November news brief with all of you, as Bishop Tobin’s message is relevant to us all.
Hopefully his perspective will cause us to take a look at our own faith lives and reflect on our dedication to Christ and
His Holy Catholic Church.

“CATHOLIC WORLD NEWS BRIEF” - NOVEMBER 10, 2009  (From EWTN News - www.ewtn.com)

By a mutual decision, Bishop Thomas Tobin of Providence, Rhode Island and Representative Patrick Kennedy—the
son of the late Senator Edward Kennedy—have postponed their meeting to discuss the Catholic Congressman’s sup-
port of abortion. Over the weekend, the Rhode Island Congressman sided with abortion advocates in voting against
the Stupak Amendment, which barred the use of federal funds from paying for most abortions in the House’s health
care reform legislation. Following the vote, Bishop Tobin issued a public letter to Representative Kennedy in which he
ripped the Congressman’s statement that “the fact that | disagree with the hierarchy on some issues does not make
me any less of a Catholic.” The following is Bishop Tobin’s response to Representative Kennedy's statement:

“That sentence certainly caught my attention and deserves a public response, lest it go unchallenged and lead others
to believe it's true. And it raises an important question: What does it mean to be a Catholic? When someone rejects
the teachings of the Church, especially on a grave matter, a life-and-death issue like abortion, it certainly does dimin-
ish their ecclesial communion, their unity with the Church. This principle is based on the Sacred Scripture and Tradi-
tion of the Church and is made more explicit in recent documents...But let's get down to a more practical question;
let's approach it this way: What does it mean, really, to be a Catholic? After all, being a Catholic has to mean some-
thing, right?

Well, in simple terms—and here | refer only to those more visible, structural elements of Church membership—being a
Catholic means that you're part of a faith community that possesses a clearly defined authority and doctrine, obliga-
tions, and expectations. It means that you believe and accept the teachings of the Church, especially on essential
matters of faith and morals; that you belong to a local Catholic community, a parish; that you attend Mass on Sundays
and receive the sacraments regularly; that you support the Church, personally, publicly, spiritually, financially.

Congressman, I'm not sure whether or not you fulfill the basic requirements of being a Catholic, so let me ask: Do you
accept the teachings of the Church on essential matters of faith and morals, including our stance on abortion? Do you
belong to a local Catholic community, a parish? Do you attend Mass on Sundays and receive the sacraments regu-
larly? Do you support the Church, personally, publicly, spiritually, and financially?

In your letter you say that you “embrace your faith.” Terrific. But if you don’t fulfill the basic requirements of member-
ship, what is it exactly that makes you a Catholic? Your Baptism as an infant? Your family ties? Your cultural heri-
tage?

In confronting your rejection of the Church’s teaching, we're not dealing just with “an imperfect humanity” - as we do
when we wrestle with sins such as anger, pride, greed, impurity, or dishonesty. We all struggle with those things, and
often fail.

Your rejection of the Church’s teaching on abortion falls into a different category—it's a deliberate and obstinate act of
the will; a conscious decision that you've reaffirmed on many occasions. Sorry, you can't chalk it up to an “imperfect
humanity.” Your position is unacceptable to the Church and scandalous to many of our members. It absolutely dimin-
ishes your communion with the Church.

Congressman Kennedy, | write these words not to embarrass you or to judge the state of your conscience or soul.
That's ultimately between you and God. But your description of your relationship with the Church is now a matter of
public record, and it needs to be challenged. | invite you, as your bishop and brother in Christ, to enter into a sincere
process of discernment, conversion, and repentance. It's not too late for you to repair your relationship with the
Church, redeem your public image, and emerge as an authentic “profile in courage,” especially by defending the sanc-
tity of human life for all people, including unborn children. And if | can ever be of assistance as you travel the road of
faith, | would be honored and happy to do so.”



